
7TH GRADE

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 2016/2017

REQUIRED CLASSES


ART 7




.5 Credit
*Fee $6.00.  Students learn the basic elements and principles of art through drawing, painting, sculpturing.  This is the first step in PGJR’s art program and also a prerequisite for Drawing 1 and Sculpture 1 in the 8th grade.  
COLLEGE AND CAREER AWARENESS
 
 1 Credit

*Fee $13.00.  The CTE core curriculum is a designed to help students explore life’s work.  Core concepts are planned, integrated, and taught through interactive, hands-on activities using current technology in a laboratory environment.  Students are involved in discovering self, viewing future life options within the context of work and family settings, developing the positive relationships are required for communication and teamwork, and identifying the skills required for life’s roles.  Students are expected to develop skills and accept responsibility for decision making, planning, and preparing life’s work.  CTE is a coordinated exploratory course that includes three cluster areas of Family, Consumer Sciences/Health Sciences and Technology/Engineering, Agriculture and Business/Marketing. This course is designed for all students by the Utah State Board of Education.  FCCLA is integrated into this course.
ENGLISH 7



1 Credit 
*Fee $10.00.  This course provides an overview of language, literature, oral work, reading, and writing.  
ENGLISH 7 ALL                                                                  1 Credit

Prerequisite:  District testing to qualify.  This is the Gifted and Talented 7th grade English course.
INTEGRATED SCIENCE 7


1 Credit 

*Fee $10.00.  This course focuses on the theme of "structure".  Topics from physical, earth, and life science are integrated to illustrate the nature of "structure" as a property that is common to all sciences.  Students observe that all substances are made of smaller parts and are themselves parts of larger wholes, and that when parts come together the whole often has properties that are very different from its parts.  Hands-on, inquiry-based, instruction is used to help students appreciate science as a process for obtaining knowledge based on observable evidence.  
INTERMEDIATE MATH 1


 1 Credit


Students will focus on 4 critical areas:  (1)  Developing and understanding of and applying proportional relationships; (2)  Developing understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3)  Solving problems involving scale drawings, informal geometric construction and working with two and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area and volume and (4)  Drawing inference about populations based on samples.

INTERMEDIATE MATH 1-ACCELERATED                 1 Credit

Prerequisite:  Placement Testing Required. 

Students will focus on these critical areas: 1) An understanding of rationality and irrationality within the number system; 2) Solving multi-step one-variable equations; 3) An understanding of proportionality and linearity and how they are related; 4) Solving and graphing systems of linear equations; 5) Determining the volume and surface area of three-dimensional figures and finding their cross-sections; 6) Analyzing two dimensional figures and how they perform while under rigid and non-rigid transformations. 
INTERMEDIATE MATH 1-SKILLS

 1 Credit

Teacher Recommendation Only.  It will be used to further the understanding of concepts within the corresponding math class.
KEYBOARDING 



.5 Credit
*Fee $10.00.  In this beginning semester keyboarding course, the student will master touch operation on a computer keyboard. Correct fingering by touch and good techniques will receive primary emphasis; speed and accuracy will be given secondary emphasis. The fourth row numbers and symbols and 10-key pad will also be taught. The student will use basic word processing functions on a variety of document types.
P.E. HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

                .5 Credit
*Fee $3.00.  This course emphasizes the beginning fitness. An appreciation for activities in relation to physical well-being is stressed.  A continual fitness development program with testing is also included in the course. 
UTAH HISTORY



.5 Credit 

Students will be introduced to the significant events, people, cultures, and issues that have influenced Utah from its earliest beginnings through the present day.  The first focus is devoted to history and events leading up to 1847 including Native Americans, Spanish, mountain men, explorers, Mormon influences, and the Westward movement.  The second focus includes conflicts that led to statehood and the integration of Utah into the nation including the early development of mining, railroad, industry, and agriculture; the move from territory to statehood and the new century; structure of state and local government, and the progressive period.  
UTAH HISTORY ALL                                                         1 Credit
Prerequisite:  District testing to qualify.  This is the Gifted and Talented 7th grade Utah History course.  This is a full year class.


MUSIC DEPT.

CHORUS BEGINNING – GIRLS

             .5/1 Credit 

*Fee $2.50/$5.00 Full or Half year.  No audition.  No prerequisite. No uniform required.  This all-girls choir receives experience in ensemble rehearsal and performance of varied music for Soprano and Alto voices.  The course also helps prepare students for Intermediate and Advanced Choirs.  Students discover or develop skill in areas including vocal tone, performance, rehearsal habits, music reading, composition and improvisation.  Students also evaluate musical examples and discover/discuss life applications of music.  Includes 1-2 performances a semester.
CHORUS BEGINNING – BOYS 

             .5/1 Credit 

*Fee $2.50/$5.00 Full or Half year.  No audition.  No prerequisite. No uniform required.  This all-boys choir receives experience in ensemble rehearsal and performance of varied music for all ranges of male voices.  The course also helps prepare students for Men’s Chorus and Chamber Choir.  Students discover or develop skill in areas including vocal tone, performance, rehearsal habits, music reading, composition and improvisation.  Students also evaluate musical examples and discover/discuss life applications of music.  Includes 1-2 performances a semester.

The school owns a limited number of Tubas, Trombones, French Horns, Bass Clarinets, Baritone Sax, Baritone Flutes, Clarinets, and Trumpets that may be rented for $70.00 per year.  Parents should contact Mr. Mott about renting an instrument from the school.
BAND -BEGINNING  BRASS 


1 Credit
*Fee $5.00 Students will learn to play in an ensemble.  Rhythm will be stressed along with good tone quality and correct intonation.  Students will be directed toward building music performance skills in preparation for the Intermediate Band.  The Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, and French Horn are the Brass instruments. Curriculum includes 3-4 performances during the year. A four week session of Summer Band is strongly encouraged.  
BAND -BEGINNING WOODWINDS

1 Credit
*Fee $5.00 Students will learn to play in an ensemble.  Rhythm will be stressed along with good tone quality and correct intonation. Students will be directed toward building music performance skills in preparation for the Intermediate Band. Flutes and Clarinets are the Woodwind instruments in Beginning Band.  Curriculum includes 3-4 performances during the year. A four week session of Summer Band is strongly encouraged.
PERCUSSION



1 Credit

*Fee $70.00.  Prerequisite:  Two years of piano experience and teacher approval.  This class teaches the fundamentals of playing percussion instruments including basic rudiments, reading rhythms, pitches, and ensemble performance.  Percussion students will participate in the Beginning Band for performances.  A four week session of Summer Band is strongly encouraged.  Enrollment is limited.  Curriculum includes 6-8 performances during the year.
The school owns a limited number of Violas, Cellos, and Basses that can be rented for $70.00-$105.00 per year.  Parents should contact Mr. Beck about renting an instrument from the school.  Violins need to be rented or purchased from a reputable dealer. 
ORCHESTRA – BEGINNING


1 Credit 
*Fee $10 Prerequisite:  Instrument required.  This course provides meaningful experiences in music by teaching students to play orchestral string instruments.  Emphasis will be placed on playing position, basic tone production, rhythmic precision, interpretation of music symbols, bowing techniques, and care of the instrument.  The course is geared to students without previous experience. They will perform in concert with the Intermediate and Advanced Orchestras.  Daily practice of at least 25 min. is considered necessary for success. A session of Summer Strings is strongly encouraged.

ORCHESTRA – INTERMEDIATE


1 Credit
*Fee $12 Prerequisite:  One year experience and teacher recommendation.  This performance course provides continued instruction for students who have mastered beginning skills.  They perform as an ensemble in evening concerts.  Private lessons are encouraged on this level and daily practice of at least ½ hour is necessary for success.  A summer Chamber Orchestra is offered for intermediate and advanced level students during the Summer Strings program.  

ELECTIVES

ART & CARTOONING



.5 Credit

*Fee $3.00.  Students will learn about art as visual culture (how it affects individuals and society.)  This class will mostly involve art production with assignments designed to help students understand how art is used across the curriculum and in their everyday experiences.  Students will learn some art history and criticism.  Emphasis will be placed on drawing using a cartoon style.
CREATIVE WRITING



.5 Credit 
*Fee $5.00.  This class is designed to provide experiences and activities which will enhance the communication of ideas through written expression. Emphasis is on fiction writing: characterizations, pacing, and show-don’t-tell. Students will demonstrate these through the writing of poetry, short stories, and dialogues.
DRAMA 1




.5 Credit
This is an introductory class to the Theatre Arts.  Student will explore the beginning elements of theater and performance.  Skills taught are basic acting technique, improvisation, movement and vocal techniques as well as collaboration and rehearsal technique.
MUSICAL THEATER
        
                                .5 Credit 
 Become a Triple Threat!  This course is designed to introduce students to the foundations of musical theatre.  Students work individually, as well as in groups to develop acting, movement, staging, dance, vocal performance and auditioning techniques.
MUSICAL THEATER PERFORMANCE 

.5 Credit  **Prerequisite: Audition and application required. This is a semester long class that focuses on developing performance skills in Musical Theatre in a hands-on, fun and creative way…..by producing and performing in the school musical.  Skills taught will include acting, movement, dance, staging, vocal performance, auditioning, rehearsal and performance technique.  Students are required to attend some after school rehearsals as well as perform in the school musical.
FRENCH 1




1 Credit 
*Fee $5.00.  Students will acquire accurate pronunciation and habits of correct usage of the fundamental patterns of French.  They will learn to read and write what they can say.  Cultural lessons introduce French lifestyle, history, cooking, and art.  Students practice the skills by means of dialogues, structure drills, reading selections, and exercises.

GERMAN 1




1 Credit  *Fee $5.00.  This class will concentrate on basic greetings and courtesy requirements.  Beginning grammar and a strong vocabulary will be stressed.  The history and geography of the German speaking countries will also be discussed with an emphasis on German speaking culture.

SPANISH 1




1 Credit
*Fee $5.00.  This class stresses the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Students practice the skills by means of dialogues, structure drills, reading selections, and written exercises.  Emphasis will be on near-native pronunciation, speaking, listening, and writing correct Spanish.
INTRODUCTION TO TECH ED-Female

.5 Credit

         
Fee $6.00.  This course is an Exploring Technology course that has projects designed more for interests of female students.  The course will cover agriculture technologies, information technologies, manufacturing technologies, and Engineering activities.  This course will incorporate STEM principles and projects, including hydroponics, GPS technologies, digital image creation, and architectural modeling.

INTRODUCTION TO TECH ED-Coed  
                .5 Credit
*Fee $6.00.   In this entry level Engineering and Technology class students will be introduced to the technological systems of aerospace, communications, construction, energy/power/transportation, manufacturing, and biotechnology.  They will learn measurement, problem solving and engineering skills, tool safety, use computers, team work and follow written directions.  Classroom and shop activities will be assigned individually or in small groups.  Students will complete a popsicle bridge, a geodesic dome, a space vehicle, a screen printed tee shirt, a racing boat, an air-powered car, and a pen set. Your student will enjoy this minds-on/hands-on class.
BALLROOM 1 



                .5 Credit

*Fee $3.00 This coed dance class teaches various forms of American style social dancing. All of the social dances taught are designed to
give students dance experience that they can share and enjoy
on any social dance occasion. Emphasis is placed in the foxtrot,
cha-cha, waltz, and triple swing. *Must take Ballroom 1 at PG Jr to go into Ballroom 2 partner not needed to go into Ballroom 1 or 2.
BALLROOM DANCE  2

                                .5 Credit

*Fee $3.00 Prerequisite: Ballroom 1. This coed dance class teaches various forms of American style social dancing. All of the social dances taught are designed togive students dance experience that they can share and enjoyon any social dance occasion. Emphasis is placed in the foxtrot,cha-cha, waltz, and triple swing.
READ 180



 1 Credit 

PGJR requires students with CORE testing below near mastery level to take this course.  The object of this class is to help students to know and use reading strategies that good readers use to help them read and understand all types of text including: narrative text, informational text, and functional text. Read 180 is also designed to help students with spelling, vocabulary, and fluency. 

READING 7




.5 Credit

Admission and requirements will be based upon district testing.  This class is designed to help students become better readers in content areas and on the internet

ENGLISH 7



                 1 Credit
*Fee $10.00.  Admission and requirements for this class will be based upon IEP. 
INTERMEDIATE MATH 1 R


 1 Credit

Admission and requirements for this class will be based upon IEP.
INTERMEDIATE MATH 1 R SKILLS
                 1 Credit

Admission and requirements for this class will be based upon IEP.
ENGLISH SKILLS 7 R



 1 Credit

*Fee $10.00.  Admission and requirements for this class will be based upon IEP. 
READING




1 Credit

Admission and requirements for this class will be based upon IEP.
*Parents/Students: Please be aware that the master schedule is created after the collection of student requests made during registration. Inevitably, there will be conflicts of classes that are only taught once. We carefully analyze the conflicts and build the master schedule to impact the fewest number of students. Based on past experience, these types of conflicts most often impact students who have multiple singleton classes such as ALL, Honors, Yearbook and Music classes. We will make students aware of these conflicts as soon as possible.

RESOURCE CLASSES








